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Birds As Pets: Large macaws: blue & gold, green winged, scarlet, hyacinth, etc.
cockatoos: Mollucan, umbrella, citron-crested, greater, lesser, goffins, etc. African
greys, eclectus: Solomon island, Vosmaeri, red-sided, etc. Amazons: yellow-headed,
blue fronted, orange-winged, etc..

“Comparative Pet Impact Statement:
> Size=710 9, Space=7to 9, Noise level=7 to 9, Playtime=7 to 8,
Destruction=7 to 9, Talking=4to 7

The larger Macaws are extremely colorful and catch the eye of many afirst-time
bird buyer. Hand-feds are very playful and will roll around with toys on the floor
reminiscent of puppies. These active intelligent birds will talk some but would
rather spend time exploring and testing with their powerful beaks and feet or
playing with their mate or owner. Cages must be large enough for these long-
tailed two to nearly three and ahalf foot birds to play around in comfortably
along with afew sturdy toys. A strong enclosureisin order as its weakest joint
will be subjected to the onslaught of abeak capable of cracking Brazil nuts.
Macaws can scream! The loudest calls can be heard blocks away so apartment
dwellers must reconsider this potential problem carefully.

Macaws need alot of daily attention to thrive. Interaction is the name of the
game. If you can’t give the bird at |east two to three hours or more each day of
active play outside of the cage please reconsider this commitment. A bored or
HEE mishandled Macaw
may feather-pick,
scream, or become a
lunging biter.
Most Macaws are
headstrong birds that
should not be
allowed above your
eyelevel if you are




to remain the boss. Hen Macaws do tend to be more docile than males and many
can be nice pets.

These showy birds can often be seen amusing the public at bird exhibits.
Professional trainers can coax them to push or pull toys, roller skate, peddie a
bike, wear hats, clothing, or perform other human-like activities. | prefer themto
act like Macaws and enjoy the streamlined majesty of free flight asthey cruise
about and upon landing blend into the dappled sunlight and tropical vegetation of
their natural habitat. It is gratifying to watch Macaws in beautifully immaculate
plumage playing among branches or working at cracking open ahard nut. Yet |
see to many large Macaws with heavy tail damage and beat up dusty plumage
crawling around endlessly in a cage. They do not seem content but are merely
surviving.

Remember, when you purchase a Macaw or any other large parrot, that these
birds have an intelligence close to that of the great apes. Longevity isa
remarkable seventy to one hundred years. It isonly fair and humane to provide
these birds with an environment suitable for their psychologica and physical
well-being. Keep thisin mind.

1. White Cockatoos: Umbrella, Mollucan, Sulfur Crested, Corella, etc.

“Comparative Impact Statement”
Size=5 to 8, Space=6 to 8, Noise level=5 to 10, Playtime=6 to 10,
Destruction=7 to 10’ Talking=3to 6

The captivatingly majestic White Cockatoos with their expressive crest,
breathtaking beauty, and clownish antics are favorites of the public. These
complex sensitive birds require a nurturing love from their owner that only hours
of competent daily handling can provide. Cockatoos are not noted for great
talking ability but | have seen some that do quite well, it depends on the training
and the individual bird. Cockatoos are great showoffs and will perform trained
acts in public with ease. They seem to enjoy the applause and attention.



