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http://birdpets.onenessbecomesus.com

http://onenessbecomesus.com/birds.html

Birds As Pets: Neophema grass parakeets: scarlet-chested, turquisine, etc. Rosellas:
gold-mantled, Stanley, etc. red rumped parakeets, rock pebblers, cockatiels, lovebirds,
budgerigars, Pacific parrotlets. etc

1.
“Comparative Impact Statement”

Size=3 to 6, Space=3 to 8, Noise level=2 to 4, Playtime=2 to 5,
Destruction=2 to 5, Talking=2 to 5

One can find any color of the rainbow present in vivid display somewhere within
this incredibly diverse natural showcase of bird evolution. Contrast the brilliant
red and blue of the Crimson Rosella with the soft pastel pink and blues on the
Bourke’s parakeet; The lemon yellow, red, and green of the Rock Pebbler with
the exquisite patterns of red, yellow, blue, and green found on the Scarlet Chested
(Neophema) grasskeet! No human artist can match what millions of years of a
seemingly mindless process with no recognizable goal in mind, called evolution,
has accomplished!

Color is not the only attraction these birds have for humans. Instead of making
noise that must be put up with by human ears the call notes and songs of the
Australian grasskeets are rather enjoyably musical. The mood of my pair of gold
Mantled Rosellas could be read by the musical interval within their calls. 3rds
reported a state of comfort while 5th s and 6ths denoted a higher excitement level.
Some are fair talkers but most grasskeets would rather whistle tunes or mimic the
whistles of other birds such as Cockatiels.

Being as pleasant as they are these birds do not bond strongly as pets. Even hand-
feds will not sit still on a hand or shoulder but will tolerate a short visit and then
fly off to explore. This reflects the nomadic “grasskeets” nature of always being
on the move. Needless to say, the typical parrot cage is not a kind environment.
Much better is the longest enclosure possible. These are essentially aviary birds -
not pets. They are so enjoyable as they are! Why try to make them conform to our
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image of a parrot sitting on a shoulder and be forced to do things that are not in
their nature?

Assuming they are not overcrowded, grasskeets can be housed with different
families of birds such as finches, Canaries and Cockatiels. Do not put two males
of the same species together or they will fight.

If you follow the rules nature has set the Australian grasskeets offer a fascinating
view into an exotic world seldom appreciated. Healthy, properly conditioned
birds will breed readily in captivity. All they ask for is a suitable environment and
their own space.

1. Cockatiels: All colors and mutations.

“Comparative Pet Impact Statement”
Size=5, Space=5 to 7, Noise level=3 to 7, Playtime=2 to 7,

Destruction=3 to 5, Talking=2 to 5

Cockatiels (the littlest Cockatoos) are fast
becoming one of the most popular pet birds
around. These Australian “Quarrions” breed
so readily in captivity that Cockatiels can be
seen as essentially domesticated - new
mutations are popping up all the time.
Furthermore, serious breeders are showing
birds that are judged by nationally recognized
exhibition standards. Cockatiels are many
generations removed from their wild
counterparts and this, along with a friendly
outgoing nature, make the ingredients for a
nice pet. For those who want a medium-sized,
readily available, inexpensive, interacting
family pet the cockatiel easily beats the
competition. Hand-fed babies are naturally


